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Thousands of men have died of starvation. Far from reliev- 
ing the distress of the people, the state officers adopted mea- 
sures which were calculated to aggravate their sufferings. 

The fate of the Musalmans of Kashmir was more bearable 
under the intolerant Sikh rule than it is under the present 
regime. True, they had no religious liberty formerly, but 
in time of famine the Hindus suffered equally with them. 
Moreover, the popular distress was over as soon as a good 
crop was harvested. But the case is quite different now. 
It is difficult to realize why the paramount power is indiffer- 
ent to the sufferings of the people of a feudatory state. Al- 
though there has been a good crop, prices are rising instead 
af falling. The cause of this is, that officers are busy collect- 
ing grains in the state granaries. The people have received 
no supplies for the last fortnight. The officers will probably 
open the granaries when the price of rice rises to two seers 
the rupee, as it was last year. All that the Maharaja does 
is, that he now and then takes a census of the people. At 
the last distribution of grain at some places for 15 days’ use, 
the Hindus induced the muharrirs to increase their share 
and reduce that of the Musalmans, so that they obtained 
grain which lasted for one month instead of fifteen days. 

The well-to-do classes purchase grain from jagirdars, but the 
poor, who cannot afford to pay high prices, are starving, 
They are abandoning the city in large numbers and fly- 
ing to villages. If the Government of India does not interfere — 
on behalf of the Musalmans of Kashmir, they will all perish. — 


The editor remarks that, although famine has committed f 
great ravages in Kashmir, the Government of India has utterlx 
disregarded the wailing and crying of the people, and left them. 5 
to the tender mercies of the Maharija. Neither His Honorthe 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab nor His Excellency te 
Viceroy has shown sympathy with them. The mistake which a 


the former Indian administrators committed through ignorance _ . 


in selling Kashmir is now being consummated by the : 
present administrators. Not only the person who actually 


( 87 ) 


commits a crime, bat he also who assists another in commit- 


ting a crime is a criminal, In these circumstances, how can a 
Her Majesty and the Viceroy afford to be indifferent to the ee 
ruinof Kashmir? In British territories even animals are pro- a 
tected, but the Govern ment winks at the destraction of human eae , 
beings in Kashmir. We and our correpondents have written a „ 
great deal about Kashmir, but in vain. If the Government does ia 
not consider the Kashmiris worthy of sympathy, it should pro- oe 
hibit the newspapers from writing anything about them. If ae 
the Government is ready to repurchase Kashmir from the ae 
Maharaja, but is unable to do so for want of money, it shoald Ne 
appeal to the public to raise subscriptions for the purpose. 33 
If it is not willing to demand the retrocession of the province, ae 
it should take security from the Maharäja for the improve- sca Rae 
ment of the administration. We are not enemies of the 8 
Maharaja, but of mal administration. 1 
The Jaipur Gazette of the 10th January states that from 1 
The spread of education the Maharaja's college five candidates : eee 5 1 
in Jaipur. went up last year for the First Arts oS 
Examination of the Calcutta University, of whom two were suc- | 5 2 
cessful ; and five for the Entrance Examination, of whom three “ae 
were successful. The writer urges that the Ma : Be 
recruit the public service by the educated youths of his stat ce: 
and establish a law class at the college in order to ai ane . 
young and intelligent men for the local bar. obit 3 eae oe 


The Vitta Dhdrd of the 5th January, received on the 9th 
The ‘settlement of reve- idem, states that the n 
venue in the Dhär state. to the cultivators i in bar are 
expire. The remeasurement of land has: acco! 
gun in order to revise the settle 
The writer makes the following 
consideration of the Dhar 


(1) That the term ol 
seven to twenty-five or 


( 38 ) 


otiltivators: may think it worth while to invest i - 
labour i in the improvement of the land. N LAY 


(2) That the assessments should be 80 lenient that after 
paying the revenne and the different cesses, and deducting 
the cost of cultivation, the cultivator should have one-fourth 
of the produce left to him as his share. 


(3) That care should be taken to make the . 
e rich enough to be independent of the mahajans. 


(4) That measures’ calculated to ‘improve agriculture 
should be constantly brought to the notice of the cultivators, 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Koh-i-Ner (Lahore) of the 10th January states that 

it is a matter of national congratula- 

tion that the Civil Service question, 
which was long under the consideration of the Government, 

has been settled by Lord Lytton, and the doors of the Civil 
Service thrown open to the natives. Whether the present 
settlement will prove satisfactor y or not is another: thing. 

As the new rules passed by Government for the admission 

of natives to the Civil Service are quite different from thos 
prescribed for Europeans, there is reason to think that the 
native civilians will form a separate Service, which will ‘be 
called the Native Civil Service. The natives will be appointe . 
by nomination, and their pay will be two-thirds that of Earo- : 
peans. Appointments will be made from among two classes of — 
persons—vis., probationers who are not above 25 years of age, 
and those persons who specially distinguish themselves in the 
Uncovenanted Service. But preference will always be shown 
to the former, and this is opposed'to the usual generosity:df ho 
Government, because some educated men of. good family . 
might have entered the public service before the new Orv’ 7 
Service rules were passed: In commenting upon the rules, 
Bir George Campbell remarked that the object of the Gove ↄ 
ernment was to -conciliate.the natives us the parent cf. 


The Native Civil Service. 
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erying child, other wise .it would have 
of equality with the Muropean civilians. . AN 
will be neither a fish nora fowl. The pay of the probation- 
ers will be only Rs. 200 a month. Many n ist 
get this pay. This allowance is 0 small to 
high birth to the Civil Service. An 
ciation, 


which he 


ciation has decided to send an able agent to England to agi- 
tate the Civil Service question. ‘The rules sim | 
the Government of India may appoint a few. natives to: he 
Civil Service every year, but 
the part of the Government to do so, no appreciable 
accrue from them. Six men were appointed prol 
last year, but some of them may be declared physically un 
by doctors, and some found incapable during probation. . Tho 
writer then mentions. the names of the probatjoners, a an 
remarks that the recent resolution of the Government of 
shows that social position is the chief recommenda 

merit is only a secondary consideration. 
considered essential, we could mention an 
of the Panjab who —. ürst at e 
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We repeatedly urged the establishment of such an army on 
the frontier. The present war has clearly proved the neces- 
sity. Recruits will probably have to be enlisted in the place 
of the troops sent to Peshawar. The Rajputs and the Sikhs 
make excellent soldiers, as has been proved by. experience 
in the Kabul war, and therefore the army should be recruited 
from them. The cost of a European regiment is nearly four 
times that of a Native regiment In his Darbar address on 
the Ist January, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Panjab remarked that the Panjab could. produce: brave 
and efficient soldiers for the British army. This is no new 
idea of His Honor’s, but it appears from the past history of 
India that the Panjab, which has been repeatedly exposed to 
foreign invasions from the North-West, has n produced 
brave soldiers. 


The Jaipur Gazette of the 7th January makes the. follows 


3 ing remarks about the new Native 
8 Civil Service: 1 

e The recent resolution of the Goverment of India on the 
long-vexed Civil Service question has disappointed us beyond 
measure. It is the intention of the Government to make the 
Native Civil Service distinct from the Covenanted Civil Ser- 
vice, and to make it occupy a place between the Covenan- 
ted and Uncovenanted Civil Servants: virtually it will neither 
be a horse nor an ass; and what is more wonderful, the Gov- 
ernment expect the young aristocracy of our land to enter 
such a service, beginning with the paltry pay of Rs. 200 per 
mensem. There is no inducement either of rank or pay, so we 
are afraid the allurement will not be sufficiently tempting to 
our young men of noble blood, who have competency at home, 
to accept such a service. In our opinion, the whole resolu- 
tion of the Government of India is tantamount to a refusal to 


admit the natives of the country to higher posts, and it would f 


have been more diginified for our Government if they had 


plainly aaid that the natives of the country are not ſonnd — 


for high posts * by the Oorenanted Civil . 


We sincerely pity the fate of that highly deserving class . of 
people, the uncovenanted servants of Government,’ amongst 
whom there are some very respectable men, who have. the 
misfortune to have entered the only service open to ‘them 
in their time, and thus brought a akigma on them which pr 

them from entering even the inter mediate class of the Native 
Civil Service. Itis evident that family connexion and in- 
fluence will govern these appointments, and that merit will be a 
secondary consideration. In such a case, there is no guarantee 
against the evils of the nomination system, 

wonder if the scheme should fail. His Excellengy 

is not well satisfied with the present nominations ; 

afraid, even such nominations can hardly be made in 

reasons we have stated above. The scheme does not afford scope 
to our aspiring young men, and builds a barrier against the 
very class whose wants and aspirations have been 

the education which Government have vouchsafed to them. 
Merit ought to be. the first consideration, and rank and posi- 
tion the second. Why should our country not have the ser- 
vices of the best men procurable for the: pay: we offer? It 
will be difficult to find rank, wealth, and education all com- 
bined in one individual; and it will be no re: 

unable to find such a combination, to deprive the 

dia of an equitable share in the government of t 


The Qaisar-ul-Akhbdr (Allahabad) of the. Lich Januar 
The claims of tahsildars states that tabsildars 
to Deputy Collectorships. their laborious and 
with great zeal in hope of promotion hay 
Deputy Collectorships, but that it is to be: 
utter disregard of their 
Revenue, some head-clerks.. of 


(4) 


Allahabad affords great facilities to the candidates to adopt 
unfair means to pass the examination. All the candidates are 
examined together at Allahabad. It is very difficult to keep 

a strict check over them at the time of examination: Some 
consult each other in the examination ball; ' some change 
their answers by giving bribes to the guards. Moreover, as 

the examiners, who are generally pleaders, take a long time 

to examine the answers, some candidates bribe their private 
servants to change their answers or increase their marks. 
These evils did not exist under the former system, when the 
examination was conducted by divisional committees. For- 
merly, the candidates of a division were examined at the head- 
quarters of that division by a divisional examination com- 
mittee, which consisted of the Commissioner, the District 
Judge, the Collector, and the Subordinate Judge. As the 
number of candidates in each division was small, there ‘was. 
no difficulty in preventing them from using unfair means to 
pass the examination, and it did not take the examiners 
more than afew days to examine the answers, and conse- 
quently the candidates had no time to tamper with the 
answers through the examiners’ private servants. The 
former system of examination should be again adopted. Only 

the candidates for the High Court Pleadership Exami- 
nation should be examined at Allahabad. The candidates 
for the other grades of pleaders should be examined by 
divisional committees. It will be remembered that the 
system in question was stopped because the questions were . 
tampered with in transmission through the post from the 8 
High Court to the divisional committees. In order to avoid = 
this evil, either the questions should be sent to division“ 
committees through a trustworthy officer only one day be f 4 | 
fore the examination, and not through the post, or each come 


mittee should make its own questions. This system * 
recommends itself on economical grounds. The foes re realize 2 


[ 


( 43°) 


office clerks of the High Court and the guards who ‘assistab’ 
the examination, as a remuneration. for their services. But 
under . the system of divisional «committees Government 
officers will be appointed examiners, to whom no remunera- 
tion will have to be paid, and consequently the fees realized: 
from the candidates will be saved, and might be devoted’ to 
the support of the Allahabad law class. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Mattra, 
complains that Maulvi Muhammad 
Amjad Ali, the tahsildar of Muttra, 
began to realize the te instalments for December and 
January from the zamindars two. months, before they were 
due. Those zamindars who did not pay were beaten with 
shoes; therefore they mortgaged their property in order to 
pay the revenue. It is surprising that the tahsildar should 
demand the revenue instalments. before they are due, and 
dishonour the zamindars if they do not pay. 


The tahsildar of Muttra. 


The Anjuman-i- Panjab (Lahore) of the 9th J anuary states: Circulation, 
Ths’ whites. tend We have heard from a muharrir of the *” — 
Panjab. . settlement office at J helam that, with 
the sanction of the Financial Com- 
missioner, the settlement officer has issued an order to the 
effect that no man who is not a natire ok the Panjab, should 
be employed in the. settlement, department, except for some 
special reason. We do not approve of this order. It is no 
doubt in favour of the Panjabis, bat it is very obj ectionable. 
It will press very severely upon the inhabitants of other 
provinces who used to find employ n me it in the settlement 
department of the Panjab. There seems yeems to be no reason why 
the inhabitants of one province. ‘should not be eli ble to the 
public service in any other province. If this practic 
adopted, one province will not be ‘able to utilize the service 
of the natives of another province ‘who have distin, ruishe 
themselves in the public service. is beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that the 1 


sage 


ahs 
8 


OCiroulation 


150 copies. 


64 
Provinces are better acquainted with settlement work than 


those of the Panjab. „ | 


The Nasimi Agra of the 10th J anuary states that the in- 
‘The levy of increased creased duties levied by the municipal 


Kere devinteike committes of Agra, in accordance 


monicipality of Agra. = with Government Notification No. 


850, dated 17th December, 1879, on some articles imported 
into the municipality, have created great discontent among 
the traders. Hitherto the duty on spices was levied at the 
rate of one anna per bag, and on metals at the rate of one 
rupee per cent. ad valorem, or eight annas per bag; but 
the duty on spices has now been raised to Rs. 8-2-0 per cent. 
ad valorem, on metals to Re. 1-8-0 per cent. ad valorem, &o. 
The cause of the increase in the rates of duty appears to 
be the system of refund of duty which has lately been 
introduced. According to this system, when an article is 
imported into the municipality, the duty is levied upon the 
whole of it; but when any portion of it is re-exported from 
the municipality, the duty on that portion is refunded by the 
municipal committee. But as this refund of duty has affeo- 
ted the income of the committee, the committee has increas- 
ed the rates of duty on some articles. According to the revised 


rates, the duty on valuable spices has been largely increased : 


as for instance, formerly the duty on a bag of small cardamoms 
was only one anna, but now it amounts to Rs. 15-10-0, &o. 


The sudden increase in the duty presses very severely upon 


the traders. The system of refund of duty above referred to 


is theoretically very favourable to trade, but it is practically a 
source of great ‘inconvenience and loss to the traders. The 
importers suffer loss of interest on the duty paid to the muni · 
cipal committee, because somtimes there is a great delay i in 
the sale of the artioles imported by them owing to some rea: 8 
son or other. The outside traders, who make purchases at 1 

Agra, are exposed to great ĩ inconvenience in obtaining refunds, 
At the time of exportation the articles have to be opened d 4 

weighed at the e office. Moreover, there is a delay 


a 


0 


1 
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in obtaining money from the office: We are afraid that the 
trouble and inconvenience caused by . the. refund system 
will prevent the traders of Jaipur, Bharatpur, Gwalior, &e., 
from importing — from Agra, and thus the Agra —_ 
will be ruined. 
The Kohni-N ur (Lahore) of the 10th 8 oublishes an 
The naib-tabsildars, Pan. ticle communicated by a naib-tah-. 
jab. , eildar. The writer states that the 
naib-tahsildars in the Panjab go on tour, and consequently 
have to keep a horse ‘anda pony. But their pay is only 
Rs. 30, which is obviously too small. Even the kanüngo, the 
record-keeper, the wasil- baki-navis, &c., at the head-quarters 
of a district get larger pay, although it is not necessary for 
them to keep a horse. When the pay of a public servant is 
not sufficient for his expenses, he begins to take bribes. ‘The 
pay of the paib-tahsildars should be increased to Bs. 50, 
an d they sLould be inv ested with i some revenue and criminal 
powers. 


* 4 9 N. 0 * 
1 K 1 — ‘ N ‘ “ * * — 


be Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 13th January, ¢ on the 
The alleged 1 authority of a correspondent, states 
o———— i vee the wife of a respectable 
person was about to give birth to a child, be sent for the 
assistant surgeon of the plage. But the assistant: surgeon 
replied that he would not go. until Be. 10, were paid him. 
The writer considers such a demand on bis part as illegal 
extortion, and states that any delay, on the part of dactors 
in such serious cases may lead to, death, and should. be 
recognized | by the Indian Penal Code as. an. offence. The 
doctors are Government. servants, and eras every mal 
should be able to utilize their services gratis. However, if 
this is not possible, the Government should prescribe a moder- 
ate scale of fees, 80 that one may be, able to obtain. en 


aid on occasions of emergency without. 3 
the question of fee, 


0 a 5 ‘ a = ~~ 92 * 
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„The ‘Bharat Bandhut Aligarh). of the 91h: January com- 

plains that the Sanitary Commissioner 
R Sanitary Commis did not visit the fever-strickeu districts 
oT in the North-Western Provinces until 
fever had greatly decreased. But of what use was his visit 
then? If quinine worth the cost of the Sanitary Department 
for one year had been distributed among the people, n 


of lives would have been saved. 
EDUCATION. 


Cireulation The Shola Tur (Cawnpore) of the 13th January states 


250 copies. that the weak always goes to the wall. 
| The abolition of anglo- 


vernacular schools, Oudh. Two years ago the Educational De- 

} partment was sacrificed on the altar of 
economy. ‘The shears have again been applied to that depart- 
ment. Hitherto there was a zila school in each district in 
Oudh which taught up to the standard of the Entrance Exan- 
ination, and in each pargana of a district there was an anglo- 


vernacular school which taught up to the middle class exam- 
ination. These anglo-vernacular schools were practically the 
feeders of the zila schools. But from the beginning of this 
year the anglo-vernacular schools have been turned into 
vernacular schools, i. e., the English classes attached to the 
schools have been abolished. Under the district deputy 
inspector of schools a sub-inspector will be appointed in each 
pargana. These new appointments will be bestowed upon the 
schoolmasters who have come under reduction. Henee it is 
obvious that this reform will neither effect a large saving, nor 
throw a large number of schoolmasters out of employment. 
However, it will check the spread of English educa- 
tion among the people in Oudh. True, even in the North- | 
Western Provinces English is not taught at the tabsili schools, 0 
but Oudh is very backward compared with the North-Westem 
‘Provinces. The people in Oudh who live in the interior of 
districts do not yet so much appreciate English education that 
they should think of sending their children to the zila school 85 ö 
f r education, nor can they afford to bear the cost. In or et 


~  _ ̃ ˙ . 6 Gas 


( 47) 
to preserve the anglo-vernacular schools; the well to- do classes 
in each district should raise subscriptions equal to one half of 


the cost of the schools, and ask the Government to give the 
other half under the grant-in-aid rules. | 


The Késhi Putrika of the 9th Jai anuary refers to the grad- 
The grading of the sub- ing of the subordinate educational 
— 3 gau. officers in the North-Western Provin- 
vinces. ces and Oudh, and points out the 
advantages which they will obtain from it. 


POST- OFFICE. 


The Dabir-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 10th January refers 
The Poatmaster-General’s to its previous article about the Post - 
Office, Allahabad. master-General’s Office (see page 987 
of the Selections for the week ending the 20th December, 1879), 
and states that, as the Postal Department of the Central Pro- 
vinces has lately been removed from under-the jurisdiction 
of the Postmaster-General of the North-Western Provinces, 
Lila Banshi Läl, the Superintendent of the Postmaster- 

General’s Office, has transferred his relative, Lala Debi Parchäd, 
who was an Inspector of Post Offices in the Central Provinces, 
to his own office. He will shortly. take leave and appoint 
Debi Parsh4d to his post, in order that the postal department in 
these provinces should always continue to be the monopoly ot 
his friends and relatives. Two brothers of Debi Parshéd are 
already employed in the Postmaster-General's Office. The 


employment of relatives at the same Place i is contrary to the 
post-office rules. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Aligarh Iustitute Gazette of the 13th. E anuary r 
The Mullah affair, Con- to the Mullah affair at Constan 


stantinople. with regret, and considers the preju- . 


dice of the Turks asa sign of their ruin. Translations of the 
Quran have been printed in England and France, bat the 


English and French n did not take the 
and the publishers to task. 


Circulation, 


( 48 ) 
A correspondent of the Panjub-i- Akhbar of the 10th Janu- 
The dismissal of Babu àry, in regard to the dismissal of Babu 


N Rao, tae commission Gopal Rao, the commission agent of 


Book Depot, Lahore. . the Government Book Depdt, Lahore, 
remarks that he was formerly a rich man and traded in cot- 
ton in Madras. He used to support many students and give 
them education. Heevon paid the marriage expenses of some 
of them. Unfortunately he suffered heavy losses in trade and 
became poor. He came to Lahore, and was appointed com- 
mission agent of the Government Book Depdt. Here too, 
though his income was small, he supported some students and 
got them married. Abont three months ago the commission 
agency was abolished. Either the same appointment should be 


revived, or employment should be provided for him elsewhere. 


(Babu Gopal Rao’s dismissal has been noticed with regret, 


and he has been recommended for employment by all the 
Lahore papers). 


A new vernacular paper, entitled the Shardb-i-Tahdr, has 
been started at Shabjahinpur. It deserves no special notice. 


} 


The Sir Punch Hind, an illustrated comic paper of Luck- 
now, which, after having existed for about one year, was, 
atopped in the middle of 1878, has been re-started, It is 
not lithographed, but written. 


IS OF PAPERS EXAMINED. 
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